Parish News

West Meon & Warnford September 2026

Langrish joins East Meon in the new Benefice

Over the coming weeks, some significant changes will take place in our churches and villages.
To those outside our communities, these changes may seem like little more than administrative
reorganisation. For us, however, they are deeply personal, touching our history, our worship,
and the future of our church communities.

When I arrived two and a half years ago as Interim Priest-in-Charge, I was appointed to
serve four separate parishes: East Meon, Langrish, Warnford and West Meon. Some readers
will remember the days when there was a Rector for West Meon and Warnford and a Vicar for
East Meon and Langrish. More recently, Revd Jane Ball served both groups of parishes together.

During the period between Jane’s departure and my arrival, the people of Langrish had already
begun difficult conversations about the future of St John’s Church, Langrish. They recognised
that they no longer had the people, resources or finances needed to sustain the building and
its ministry in the long term. After much prayer and discussion, a formal process began to
explore the church’s closure and to consider how the parish might be cared for in the future.

That process has taken several years and involved consultation at many levels of the Church.
It has now reached its conclusion.

From 1st October 2026, the following changes will take effect:

. The current informal arrangement between the four parishes will come to an end.

. The parish of Langrish will merge with the parish of East Meon and together be the
Parish of East Meon and Langrish.




WARNFORD

VILLAGE HALL

Book a Charming & Versatile Hall For
Your Next Event

A flexible space perfect for
meetings, conferences, lectures, clubs &
societies and social events.

Great facilities, convenient location and on-
site parking

For Booking Enquiries please contact
Amie Boyes
07887 946169
hello@warnfordvillagehall.org

For more information visit our website
www.warnfordvillagehall.org
Warnford Village Hall - Registered Charity Number 1078228
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AN ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY RESOURCE.
IDEAL FOR ALL MEETINGS, CLASSES,
SOCIETY EVENTS AND PARTIES.
LARGE AMD SMALL HALLS. HIFI. AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT
AND FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN.
YEMUE OF THE MOMTHLY COMMUNITY CINEMA,

ALLINFORMATION AT:
HHHHESTHEONYILLAGEHALL ORG.UK
OR CALL CAROUINE BUTCHER: 07770440561

West Meon Village Shop
& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP:
» Wide range of everyday
essentials

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries

« Gifts, cards and more

* Dry-cleaning service

* Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesday and Thursday
mornings

CAFE:

« Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake

* Bike- and dog-friendly
« Sunny courtyard garden

Shop open:
Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
Sun 7.30 am to 1pm

Café open:
9am to 3pm
every day

Find us on:

v

High Slreét, West Meon. Tel: 01730 82931

WESTMEONPHYSIO

Mollie McClelland Morris

For injury, iliness

and surgery recovery,
or pain and stiffness
that holds you back:

“Having experienced Mollie's professionally:
structured approach to.,physiotherapy,

| would recommend with confidence
adopting this exceptional practice to
resolve physical difficulties.” Barry Collins

07545590117 Yyoga@molliemorris.com




o East Meon and Langrish, Warnford and West Meon will together form a new benefice,
known as the Upper Meon Benefice.

o St John the Evangelist, Langrish, will be formally closed for regular public worship.

These changes inevitably bring mixed emotions.

For many people, the closure of Langrish Church is a source of real sadness. Generations
have worshipped there, celebrated baptisms and weddings there, and gathered there in times
of loss. Buildings hold memories, and it is only natural that many of us feel a sense of grief as
we say goodbye to regular worship in this much-loved church.

To mark this moment, the Bishop will lead a Service of Thanksgiving for the life and
ministry of St John’s Church, Langrish, at 10.30am on Sunday 6th September. This service will
acknowledge both the sadness of what is ending and the hope we have for the future. Everyone
is warmly invited to attend.

Yet this is not only an ending. It is also a new beginning.

On Sunday 4th October at 10.30am, the Archdeacon of the Meon will lead a Service of
Thanksgiving for the formation of the Upper Meon Benefice at All Saints’ Church, East Meon.
This service will celebrate the new partnership between our villages and churches as we begin
a new chapter together.

I sometimes think of these two services as reflecting two important moments in life. The first
is a farewell, giving thanks for all that has been. The second is rather like a wedding, bringing
different people and traditions together in a new shared future.

As we begin that future, we want to listen carefully to everyone who has a stake in our
communities, whether you are a regular churchgoer, an occasional visitor, or simply someone
who cares about the life of our villages.

To help shape the future of the new benefice, we are holding a community consultation
day on Saturday 10th October at Warnford Village Hall. Led by the Revd Andrew Axon, who
works with parishes across the Diocese to support growth and renewal, the day will help us
reflect on where we are now and where God may be calling us next.

Together we will explore questions such as:

. What are the strengths of our churches and communities today?

. What have we learned from our journey so far?

. What does it mean to be one benefice while still valuing the identity of each village
and parish?

. How can we work together more effectively in mission and ministry?

. How can we build stronger connections with those who are not currently involved
in church life?

. What kind of future do we hope to create for our churches and communities?

o How can we grow in faith, service and welcome?

Everyone is warmly invited to be part of these conversations. Your ideas, concerns, hopes and
experience matter. By listening to one another and working together, we can help ensure that
the Upper Meon Benefice begins its life with a clear sense of purpose, a commitment to serving
our communities, and confidence in God’s leading. I hope many of you will join us as we mark
these important moments in the life of our churches. Bookings will be taken in September.

Fr Tony
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MacDonald ates LLP

Our Services:
Comr
Employment

Family

Midhurst
01730 816711

Petersf:eld

THE

COUNTRY
HOUSE

COMPANY

Sales | Lettings | Management

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk

01730771222 B A
\chs B
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CHIMNEY

SWETETP

Brush ‘n’ Vac, insured up to £5 million
All types of fires & appliances cleaned
Accredited certificate issued
after every sweep

www.oliverschimneysweep.co.uk
info@oliverschimneysweep.co.uk
0800 0133323 « 07889 488010
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QUALIFIED
CHIMNEY SWEEP
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R. G GRAY

& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

TELEPHONE:

07901 671972

Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET




Looking forward to a new school year

The summer break is an ideal time to reflect on what we have achieved in school and
contemplate our next steps. This year we have created a library, engaged with a wider community
group and encouraged the children at West Meon Primary to participate in some unexpected
sporting activities such as pickle ball and Boules. The staff at West Meon have worked together
to support the learning of our young people and our pupils have contributed to the success
of the school. However well planned, the final weeks at school are a helter-skelter of activities
that have a tendency to change direction as last minute events are added. The Petersfield School
(TPS) again hosted sports festivals for years 5 and 6. The hot weather was a factor during the
events but those that attended had a super time and the opportunity to meet up with other small
schools in the area. These events develop team building and competitive skills in a supportive
environment and encourage the start of wider friendships.

We have had to take into account changes in weather during the summer term this year.
Luckily our Victorian building has a number of cool areas and the addition of new gazebos
(funded by FOWMS) meant we had more shade on the playground during break times. We
were able to run a very successful Sports Day and an additional community sporting event
while ensuring children were kept hydrated and not exposed to too much sun. Many thanks
for the support of West Meon & Warnford Sports Club.

This year we had a very small cohort in year 6 who have worked hard all year and also found
time to act as good role models for our younger students. Our lovely year 6 pupils leave us
after an amazing year of challenge and adventure. At West Meon, education is not just about
academic achievement, it encompasses personal development and growth. We believe pupils
leaving our school at the end of year 6 should be equipped to enter secondary school with
confidence and the ability to access the curriculum offered. This year’s cohort has worked
incredibly hard and truly deserve their end of key stage exam results. We wish them all the
best as they travel onwards on their educational journey.

This time last year we were discussing the funds raised by the incredible work of FOWMS
(Friends of West Meon School) and the potential development of a new library. This became
a reality at the beginning of the autumn term and has been well used during the year. During
the year FOWMS also provided two events for the children to enjoy exploring STEM activities
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) that were great fun.

Safeguarding is at the forefront of what we do in schools and you may have heard of Benedict's
Law which comes into effect in September. School leaders were given notice of the contents

o - B of this just as we were winding down and involved in
' ; : all our end of year activities. It is a testament to the
wonderful team at West Meon to be able to report that
teachers have been completing the training needed
during their summer break so they are ready to meet the
new requirements for this term. With the new students
joining us, and our established, well co-ordinated team,
we are looking forward to another successful year at
West Meon Primary.
Julie Slamaker
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

g v

safe

REGISTER

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

01329 834600 enquiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-ltd. co.uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

SELBORNE GUITARS

Guitar setup, maintenance and repair
www,selborneguitars.co.uk
Email: support@selborneguitars.co.uk
WhatsApp: 07484 631092

[ Conputer Problem Solved
(

T

-; =
For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier

01489 890738 or 07962 641796
http://www.cps-Itd.org.uk

We aim to efficiently /\
solve your home and
Business computer needs.

-7

j

info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk

)

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or

h einteriore

com

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk
info@aphtreecare.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Site Clearance
Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

B “‘@2
"DROXFORD ANTIQUES

Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.
2 o
Curtain Making
Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blinds, &
upholstery made especially for you.
The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA
Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk
(‘all in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advice .

STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers * Posters, banners & signage

Y detiver % Hhe FYlfeor lalley!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL

01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmabholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999
www.gemmabholistics.co.uk
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Start of the West Meon Community Cinema Autumn

Programme

Friday 4th September: Tuner

Niki (Leo Woodall) works as a piano
tuner under the mentorship of Harry (Dustin
Hoffman) and the two of them bond over their
work and shared love of music. It becomes
a slick crime caper, following a master safe
cracker in the hustle and bustle of New York.

We will be offering supper with an Italian
theme - £15 film and supper, £7 film only.

Friday 9th October: The Christophers

A sly, twisty, darkly comedic take on the
art world starring Ian McKellan and Michaela
Coel on fine, fierce form. £7 film only.

Watch this space for details of our
November and December films.
Rosemary Morrish

THE BHRISTDPHERS
P

Alton

u3a

uda

learn, laugh, live
It’s never

too late to join the Alton u3a.

Would you like to learn, laugh and live? Do

you have spare time that you would like to fill?
Would you like to meet and make new friends?

Your local Alton u3a has 85 different interest groups to choose from such as, Art and Craft,
Dance and Fitness, Games, History, Literature, Music, Poetry and Wellbeing. We also have
social, cultural and weekend activities too. Full details are on our website at https://alton.
u3asite.uk. Most of our activities take place at the Alton Community Centre and we do have
some outdoor activities such as cycling, walking and birdwatching. Our monthly talks and

coffee mornings are open to all.

Colin Aiken
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Professional Foot Care, Right in Your
Community
Gentle, respectful treatment for:
+ Diabetic foot health checks
* Corns, calluses and hard skin
* Fungal nails and athlete’s foot
* Nail trimming and ingrown toenails
+ Verrucas (children and adults)
* Foot pain, bunions and plantar fasciitis
» Recovery after injury or surgery
* Routine foot maintenance to stay
comfortable
Supporting your mobility, comfort and
independence — one step at a time.
Appointments held locally in village halls.
No long NHS waits. No need to travel to town.
DBS checked + Qualified Foot Health
Practitioner
and Injury Rehab Specialist
Joanna DipFH BSc (Hons)

01420 343 130

Joanna@BalancedBodiesSport.com
The Foot Health Clinic by Balanced Bodies
Bringing expert care to the heart of your
community.

SALES, LETTINGS AND
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Contact us for a free market appraisal
and for landlord and tenant advice

01730 262 600

bemwilsonhill.co.uk

7 MEON VALLEY
== LANDSCAPES

Patios « Paving * Pathways
Walls & Brickwork « Fencing
Driveways ¢ Drainage
Hedge Cutting & much more

We bring a personal touch to each project, ensuring that our
values of reliability, expertise and attention to detail shine

through in every aspect of our work.

Free no obligation quotations
Tel: 07765 486984 / 01730 823316
danny@meonvalleylandscapes.co.uk
www.meonvalleylandscapes.co.uk

The Alresford
Accountants

e Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

e Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the [ICAEW

® Inheritance Tax Planning

o Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists
e Small business consultancy & business
start up

e Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:

T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk

Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Old Stables, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s
Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA

www.butler-co.co.uk
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West Meon Village Hall Update

The village hall has many varied functions, all of them focused on benefitting and supporting
the local community.

Whilst it provides an accessible and affordable resource for groups, clubs, societies (and West
Meon Theatre) to hold meetings and run events, the village hall is also the perfect venue for
parties (for young and not-so-young) utilising the fully equipped kitchen facilities.

However, in this short article, I particularly wanted to share how many people are running
regular (at least weekly) health, wellness and fitness activities in the hall. Dance, Yoga, Pilates
and fitness classes are currently run by Hazel Town, Mollie McClellend, Katie Jacobs, Helen
Hiscox and Chloe Bell. Details are on the hall noticeboard, or the individuals can be contacted
directly, all being closely related to the West Meon community. We would of course welcome
new classes in our cool hall spaces (see below).

On a closely related health theme, a new weekly event run by Ruth Birch in the hall every
Wednesday is “Slimming World”. West Meon has become the regional centre for this new
activity. Anyone interested who has not already seen the new promotional signage should
reach out.

When we modernised the heating system to replace the aging, uncontrollable and expensive
storage heaters with air-to-air source heating we never imagined that the benefits would extend
well beyond winter. I don’t think there is any village hall user who has not enjoyed the cooling
air conditioning that is a significant side benefit of this system. The hall can now also provide
a refuge from this year’s record-breaking temperatures and we did lay on a couple of free open
afternoons to provide respite from the discomfort in June. We will consider what else we may
be able to offer next year, if similar conditions are repeated.

West Meon Village Hall is here for us all. If you would like to join the team that manages
and coordinates its continued growth and significance to the community, please let me know.

Jerry Berry

Touchet Trust

The Touchet Trust is a Charity founded by Mary Touchet for the Educational pursuits
of young people who live in West Meon and Warnford. The Trust will also consider grant
applications for educational purposes from adults, who live in the parish and Warnford. The
Trust will consider all applications regardless of household income.

The trust may be able to assist with a grant towards your educational expenses (including
travel) for full-time Sixth form or full time University and can be applied for from July.
Applications will be considered at the beginning of the academic year with confirmation of
a place.

General applications, e.g for dance/sport/music/school trips, are awarded on an annual basis
during the calendar year.

A uniform grant for children moving from primary to secondary.

To receive an application form you can email: clerk.wmtouchet@gmail.com.

Registered Charity No: 307185

Jane Waller
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Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd

Crown rednction/reshaping * Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencing
Plantation maiatenance * Headges * Tree planting * Woodland management * Stump grinding

Professional qualifications * Insured in all aspects of forestry and tree surgery

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon g > 24 hour emergency call-out
tel 023 9263 2418 * mob 07712 808081
www.treedocjoe.couk

Free quotations

All aspects of West Meon Sports Club Pavilion

interior decorating Hiring Charge £12 per hour
J as well as Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
- . ice includes lighting, heati water. Fully equi
Tiling - Plastering kitchen. 50 place settings.
SJM Decorati ng Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware available
for hire for home and village events.
Call Steve Mitten on Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)
07818 061650 For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
] ] Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
Stevemitten69@gmail.com maryandrory@btinternet.com

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.
All types of work undertaken.

Large choice of materials. 5N
Tel. 01730 269926. TELEPHONE: 01730 859764 » MOBILE: 07881 276754
WIWW .IJEt'E rSfIEMﬁ'E I'I"Iil'lg -CD- Uk Email; mdoiinatid -+oolngLo s, @ wnrs P - Moot ngL o0 s wies - on

=7, Local Treasures /— Meon Springs Self Stnrage\
where experience matters
Trusted, vetted, friendly help

e e S e i Dry, secure and accessible Self Storage

22 Companionship/home help just 5 minutes from West Meon.

%® Gardeners - regular & ad hoc

# Handymen - alL DIY big and small To reserve a unit or find out more, visit

¥ Decorating, ironing, pet care...... www.meonspr i NEs.com
Contact Lou Bushell orcall
0333 577 3301
hellolou@localtreasures.me \ ul?su 823245 ‘/
www.localtreasures.me
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_ 2, Meon Community Connect Free Members’ Event
O :_/ 18th September 6pm-8pm in the Thomas Lord
'4W: Come along and enjoy a free drink and nibbles and take the opportunity

A W\ to get to know other members and the committee better; we hope to get
YNNEY

-

members’ feedback on the past year but also welcome ideas for future events.
Memberships can be renewed on the evening at a new reduced membership rate of £10 per
person. Tickets must be reserved for this event via the website by 9am 14th September.

Autumn Supper 17th October 7pm

After the success of last year’s Harvest Supper we are hosting another evening supper event
in West Meon Village Hall. Dinner, entertainment details and ticket prices to follow very soon.
Please keep an eye out in the Parish News, the village shop, our website and on Facebook for
details.

For more information and to book tickets visit our website: www.meoncommunityconnect.
co.uk.

We will shortly be working on next year’s calendar of events and hope to release a programme
soon so you can pop important dates in your diaries. If you have ideas on what events you

would like to see please do get in touch via email: meoncommunityconnect@gmail.com.

Emma Barry

A Buzzy First Night at Warnford Pop-Up Pub

Warnford Village Hall’s first Pop-Up Pub proved a great success, with people joining us
from Warnford and surrounding villages, including West Meon, Meonstoke and Rogate. The
hall was soon filled with conversation, laughter and the reassuring sound of a proper village
gathering in full swing.

A huge thank you must go to the committee members and other volunteers who worked
so hard before, during and after the event. Particular thanks must go to Nigel Cornelius, who
seemed to be everywhere at once - setting up beforehand, helping throughout the evening
and returning to the fray for the clear-up afterwards. Thanks also to Toby Drought and West
Meon Village Shop for generously donating raffle prizes, and to Winchester City Council for
its support.

Most of all, thank you to everyone who came along.
Your support made it such an enjoyable evening and
makes a real difference to our ability to maintain the
village hall as a welcoming and valuable resource for the

Wa rn ford whole community.
Pop_Up P“b We are delighted to say that, following the success

WAENFORD

of our first Pop-Up Pub, there will certainly be more.
Our next event will be a Pop-Up Café on Saturday
19th September, from 10am to 1pm. We hope to see

e
iy i
vl fi g

o

T

e e W Vi ok TR many of you there for coffee, cake and good company.
T On behalf of the Warnford Village Hall Commirtee
Come g o s e ko Stuart Forsyth
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Services in the Upper Meon Parishes
for the end of August and September

Sunday, 30th August — 13th after Trinity
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30 am
Outdoor Service in thanks of gardens and green spaces at West Meon.

Tuesday, 1st September
6 pm, Sung Compline at Langrish

Wednesday, 2nd September
9 am, Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon

Sunday, 6th September — 14th after Trinity
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
No service at Warnford — please come to Langrish
10.30 am
Thanksgiving Eucharist at Langrish
led by the Bishop (please see ‘From Fr Tony’)

10th-13th September West Meon Music Festival

Sunday, 13th September — 15th after Trinity
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
No Service at Langrish
10.30 am
Benefice Eucharist at Warnford (please note the change of venue.)

Wednesday, 16th September - Ninian
9 am, Morning Prayer at West Meon

Sunday, 20th September —16th after Trinity
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
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9 am
Harvest Festival (BCP) at Warnford
10.30 am
Harvest Festival for Langrish and East Meon at East Meon

Sunday, 27th September — 17th after Trinity
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30 am
Parish Communion at East Meon
10.30 am
Harvest Festival at West Meon

Wednesday, 29th September —Michaelmas
6 pm

A simple, said ‘angelic’ Holy Communion at Warnford

We had our most successful fete yet, making £6820, raising valuable funds for our village
organisations!!

A few weeks ago, representatives of all the main village organisations met together to decide
how to distribute the fete proceeds. In these difficult times everyone is in need of financial
support. The church has the greatest need in terms of a very large building to maintain and
fewer and fewer people attending services. On this basis, it was unanimously decided to give
approximately half to the church and to split the rest equally between the shop, village hall,
sports club and school.

If you would like to be involved in organising the next fete, please speak to Susan on 07941
096308 or susanclareberry@gmail.com.

wpppookkkx ATTGUST TEASRRRRRokksrorkk ok

The church hosted its famous Sunday Teas on each of the 5 Sundays in August. The church
looked beautiful in the sunshine and there was lots of shade in which to enjoy a wonderful
selection of home-made cakes & scones, whilst chatting to family and friends in such a beautiful
spot.

Thank you to all the volunteers who gave their time so generously, baking and serving and
washing up. We couldn’t do this without you!

The proceeds this year are to be split equally between The Rosemary Foundation, HomeStart,
Trinity Winchester and St John’s.

Susan Berry
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Garden &
Countryside Club

Once again we held our
Summer Show “live” on Saturday,
8th August, at the beautiful
Warnford Village Hall.

As last year, “audience
participation” was used to judge
the Crafts and Fun sections.
Visitors were encouraged to

attribute "prizes" using an
anonymous judging sheet, according to their opinions of the entries.

In our wonderful venue, Peter Short kindly presented all the prizes and congratulated all
participants on the efforts they had put in to produce such delightful exhibits.

We had some magnificent entries in this challenging year. Jane Pepys and Amanda Griffith
shared the glory in the Vegetable sections, with Steve Jones having the best vegetable collection.
Jane Pepys was the winner for Flower Arranging and shared the Flower section glory with Edwin
Grimshaw, while Joanne Horn once again wowed us all with her wonderful cookery, claiming
the trophy back for the Cookery classes. Anna Couldridge took the President's Challenge Trophy
with her wonderful crafts. A few honourable mentions are Penny Power with her beautiful
roses; Alex Bennett with a stunning display of floating flowers; Carol Rowlatt with her tray
bake; Liz English for her floral arrangement including grasses and Stephen Short. All acquitted
themselves honourably. Peter indeed again had the difficult task of presenting himself with the
Bill Dines Trophy for sweet peas and had to roundly congratulate himself! Finally, Steve Jones
was awarded a Diploma for Excellence in Horticulture for his magnificent "Gardener's Basket"
with Amanda Griffith awarded a Certificate of Merit for Floral Art, quite an achievement!

All'in all, a highly successful day, with a very good number of entries, a great success in this
challenging summer for gardeners. It was great fun and a very happy atmosphere at such a
typically British village event. If you missed it or just wish to revisit the day, head along to our
website (Summer Show 2026) for a gallery of photos and lists of all the winners:

hteps://edwin234. wixsite.com/wwwgardencountryside
There are no events planned for September

but on October 8th our very own Edwin
Grimshaw will be telling us all about life in a
19th Century Grand House above and below
the stairs “Upstairs, Downstairs” in Warnford
Village Hall.

Learn how the Upper classes lived the high
life with 12 course dinners at parties, and how
their servants were treated!

Pop it into your diaries right now!

Edwin Grimshaw
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Meon Community Connect
On a lovely sunny day on Thursday 18th
June the MCC had a very successful garden
trip to West Dean Gardens. Some travelled on
the Meon Community Bus to and from the
gardens and some made their own way. All

arrived in the morning to savour the gardens
at their leisure, experienced the newly opened “g
cafe for refreshments, and wandered through | %8
the plant nursery which sells plants propagated
from the West Dean Garden Team.

At 2pm Louise, from the Garden team,
conducted a full tour of the gardens and walled
garden areas, including the newly planted
climate friendly sunken garden, the dry garden
and the Pagoda walk; followed by a detailed
tour of all the walled garden areas including
the walled fruit orchards, kitchen garden,
and extensive greenhouse areas. A particular

|
!

feature were the highly regarded Delphinium = s Exhward chect ot he lasshouses
beds where there are 84 delphiniums in all colours. This Delphinuim collection was featured
on BBC Gardeners World two weeks after our tour. For those who missed this event, if you
chose to visit the gardens in September this delphinium display will be in full bloom again for
a second flush of spectacular flowers.

Also do look out for other planned events and news on our website:
www.meoncommunityconnect.co.uk Team MCC

i
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The West Meon Music Festival 2026

A chance to hear one the world’s ten best
This year’s West Meon Music Festival (10th—13th September) will give
concert-goers the opportunity to hear one of the “ten most exciting young

musicians in the world” according to the Daily Telegraph’s classical music
critic, Ivan Hewitt.

Hewitt singled out British pianist Amiri Harewood in his top ten for the “huge variety
of colours he conjures from the piano, and a sheer delight in music-making”. Amiri will be
performing at this year’s festival on Friday 11th September with a programme that includes
works by Bach, Schumann and Shostakovich. Certainly a rising star not to be missed.

On Saturday 12th September the festival will also be marking the 50th anniversary of the
death of Benjamin Britten — one of the twentieth century's greatest composers. The morning
coffee concert will feature works by Britten and his mentor and composition teacher, Frank
Bridge. It will include both Bridge’s Phantasy Piano Quartet, written in 1910, and Britten’s
first Suite for Solo Cello, dedicated to the great Russian cellist Mstislav Rostropovich, who
gave its first performance in 1965.

This year’s four-day festival, founded by the Primrose Piano Quartet in 2011, will hold eight
concerts in Meon Valley churches with works by composers from Dufay to Dohndnyi. The
festival finale on Sunday 13th September will be a “Schubertiade” with the great song cycle
Winterreise, with renowned tenor James Gilchrist, followed by Schubert’s much loved final
chamber work: the String Quintet in C major.

Full details of all festival concerts can be found at www.westmeonmusic.co.uk with tickets
on sale via the website priced from £13 to £28. Sue Scholes

Could you lend a helping hand to a local family?

Raising young children can be one of life’s greatest joys, but it can also H% ME
feel incredibly tough at times. From sleepless nights and isolation to illness, STﬂ RT
mental health struggles, multiple births, or the everyday pressures of family

life, many parents can find themselves feeling overwhelmed and in need of Ham ps hire
a little extra support. That’s where Home-Start Hampshire comes in. We

are a local community charity built on a simple idea: local people supporting local families.
We match compassionate, trained volunteers with families who are going through a difficult
patch, offering free, confidential and non-judgmental support in their own homes. Sometimes,
a friendly ear, a shared cup of tea, or an extra pair of hands is all it takes to help a parent feel
more connected, confident and able to cope.

To keep this vital service running across the Meon Valley, we are looking for local volunteers
to join our team and would love to welcome some new faces. You don't need any formal
qualifications - just kindness, life experience, warmth and a little time to spare, usually around
2-3 hours a week or fortnight. We provide full training, friendly ongoing support and travel
expenses, so you will feel supported every step of the way. We are running preparatory training
opportunities across your area throughout October and November 2026. Telephone: 0330 124

2095. Email: familysupport@hshants.org.uk. Website: home-starthampshire.org.uk
Margaret Moane
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Need help looking
after your feet?

Expert foot care in
the comfort of your
own home.

Services include:
Nail eutting & filing
Corn & Callus treatment
Verruca treatment
Ingrown toenail care
Nail thinning
Diabetic foot care

Professional,
friendly & fully
qualified foot care
- brought to your
doorstep!

WATER SOFTENERS

AMS LTD
Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Mob: 07836 247694

Levdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree UWark Undertaken
Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding

°., Hedgecutting | Planting
1'11:11unt{:::::riig?uiiig::ni].L'nm []7443 58 9 85 9
Fernando’s """ fernandosfoothealth.com alexwilll2@icloud.com
CHAMBERLAINS CHIM\NEY

FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwith awide range of legal services including
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141

info@chamberiainsfaw.co.uk

SWEEP

& Professional & comprehensive service

+ Stringent dust control methods observed
4 Nomess guarantee

# Nest guards & weather cowls fitted

+ Shaftinspection & airflow testing

* Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired

# MF stove accessories fabricated

+ Callstakenseven days aweek

01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

DONT BE STUNG BY WASPS OR PRICES!!
t{\“g  WASP NEST DEALT WITH

e E30

O oun e fo OAP
Call: APOLLO PEST CONTROL
01420 489144 / 07703 515567

We also deal with fleas, mice, moles, rats, cockroaches, %

in this area

rabbits, pigeens, fox and deer control ete

RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTHERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Nigel Chamberlain & Partners

BISHOPS WALTHAM

ALRESFORD (01489) 892640 WINCHESTER

(01962) 798789 (01962) 862333
Available 24 hours

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
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West Meon Village Shop — Here’s To Another 20 Years

Twenty years ago, when our village shop was put up for sale, the community came together to
save it. Thanks to substantial support from benefactors, villagers became shareholders, donated
funds and volunteered as staff. A management committee was formed, and the shop became a
true community enterprise. It remains to this day non-profit-making and community-owned.

The shop was completely refurbished and reopened. The premises are leasehold under a full
repairing lease, unlike the vast majority of similar operations around Hampshire and Surrey
which benefit from nil or peppercorn rentals. Twenty years on, a few different managers and
countless volunteers have passed through our doors. Some of whom are still here today, naming

any of them would be invidious and naming all of them too many to count.

Back in 2014 several volunteers put their hands up at a ‘town hall meeting’ to make a go of
curing the dire financial straits of the operation at that time. The delivery rounds got particular
attention as well as the trading margins. As a result, by 2016 we were breaking even. During
Covid the shop was of great benefit to the community as was evidenced by the increased business
and the ability to draw down outstanding debts.

Changes have been made to the store inside, such as an improved layout for customers,
a new display and new computer technology. Nevertheless, the shop continues to retain the
village rustic character and welcome, by selling local produce and also by the staff and volunteers
having all the local knowledge for each individual customer’s need.
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Every day is different, regular customers, visitors to the village, tradesman and school
children alike. All with different requests, the most popular sweets to be in stock, which walk
around the village is best, where there is shade to eat a sandwich, do I know a cleaner? Have
you found my glasses, or can I just stay for a while and have a chat? We also welcome every
dog with lots of biscuits.

We are always looking for new fund raising initiatives. Just recently we have started a wine
club which provides a choice of wines each month with a quantity discount. Customers are
emailed the details, place their orders by email or in person and they can then pick the order up
or have it delivered. Our support in the village is essential and this encompasses the fireworks
event, the garage safari, the raffle and other means of generating cash flow.

Our great asset is Becky’s café, Cuppacheeno, which ensures a steady flow of cyclists, B&Bers,
passing trade, lost and bewildered hikers (with the Meon Trail down the old railway line, Old
Winchester Hill and the South Downs Way) all contributing to footfall and purchases. The
café, the shop, the pub and the butchers, all within a hundred yards, provide excellent reasons
to come to West Meon for pleasure or duty. A great welcome always awaits.

For more information we are on the West Meon Parish Council website. Do come in and
see us in the High Street between Smiths butchers and the Thomas Lord pub, or phone us
on 01730 829 310 and email wmvsoffice@gmail.com. Lastly, we have our own website www.
westmeonvillageshop.co.uk.

To give credit to all of our staff, volunteers behind the till, shelf stackers, child labour,
suppliers, the bank, she that must be obeyed by all volunteers, etc., would take time. Please
take it as read that without them all we would be a non-shop, a high street void like so many
others. Thanks must also go to our mentors on the management committee and those who have
contributed vastly to the capital expenditure and running expenses over these last ten years.

Here’s to another 20 years or more - but only with your ongoing support and custom.

Rachell Barnett — Manageress, Procter Hutchinson — Volunteer Dogsbody, Volunteers and staff’

Rainfall Report for June, July and August 2026

We got it quite wrong in the last report saying that with Wimbledon coming up it will
continue to be wet! How very wrong we were. In fact, since writing the last report we recorded
rain on only three days with a total of 3.6mm. Amazingly I have not as yet read any reports of
reservoirs running empty but it can only be days before the cry goes out as there is no sign of
imminent rain. The last rain we recorded was on the 30th July, since then nothing. Watering
is essential to keep any plants alive. The more so if they are in pots. It is now the 14th August
and still no rain! Everywhere is parched and crying out for rain.

The river Meon is still flowing through Warnford but at about the lowest level I can remember
it. Temperatures here yesterday reached 38.4C and what used to be known as a lawn is now a
brown piece of earth. Our rain gauge has become redundant but it will come into use again
and then look out, it will rain and we shall once again be moaning that it never stops! In 1976
we had 644mm from the beginning of September to the end of the year, that is more than
twice the rain in the previous eight months.

Harvest is over, not quite the earliest finish in my time but certainly the second earliest. I
think 1976 was earlier! To date this year total rain is 566mm, 22.3 inches.

Peter & Stephen Short
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Health & Independent Living Support

Health & Independent Living Support (HILS) is stepping up support for older and vulnerable
people during the heatwaves and further into the summer months, with staff across its services
carrying out their usual wellbeing checks and providing practical assistance to help clients stay
safe in the hot weather. HILS will be delivering nutritious meals to over 2,936 people over
the next week.

Higher temperatures can pose significant health risks for older adults, people living with
long-term health conditions and those who may be socially isolated. As a result, HILS teams
are taking extra steps to ensure clients remain hydrated, comfortable and well-supported.

Every Meals on Wheels delivery includes a wellbeing check, allowing staff to assess a person's
wellbeing and identify any concerns. If a client appears unwell or requires additional supporrt,
HILS can contact next of kin or other support networks where appropriate, helping to ensure
help is provided quickly when needed. To further support clients during the hot weather, Meals
on Wheels drivers are wearing badges reminding customers that they can ask for help with
making a drink. It is a simple initiative that encourages people to stay hydrated and reassures
them that support is available.

This commitment extends across the organisation, with all HILS staff who are visiting clients
in their homes, taking extra time to check on their wellbeing. Staff are encouraging people to
drink regularly, stay cool and seek support if they are feeling unwell.

Health & Independent Living Support is also encouraging family members, friends and
neighbours to check in on older or vulnerable people during periods of extreme heat, ensuring
they have access to drinks, cool environments and any support they may need.

HILS is the UKs largest meals on wheels provider, and delivers a range of services throughout
Hampshire, Hertfordshire, and West Sussex that allow older and vulnerable people to live at
home, independently for as long as possible.

HILS services include hot, nutritious meals on wheels food delivered 365 days a year, as well
as food for people following discharge from hospital to allow them to recover well at home.
We also have our Nutrition advice service to help prevent malnutrition.

For more information about Health & Independent Living Support and its services, visit
www.hils-uk.org.

Fiona Mackintosh

Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to Warnford Parish Meeting can be found on its website which also
details local facilities and services, village news and events. Please sign up for ‘alerts’ so you will
be informed of forthcoming events, planning applications in the area etc.

Warnford Parish Meeting has an email distribution list so that emails can go to parishioners
(eg. relating to Parish Meetings, details of planning applications etc.) If you would like to be
added to the list, please email the Clerk.

The Autmn Parish Meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 19th
November 2026.
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Warnford, West Meon, Winchester,
Hampshire and Parliamentary
Contacts

West Meon Parish Council
Bernice Gibson-Ost, Clerk to WMPC, clerk@westmeon-pe.gov.uk
Hannah Davies, Chair WMPC
Virginia Burke, Vice Chair WMPC
Graham Silk, WMPC
Tim Main, WMPC
Stephen Hickmore, WMPC
Sue Fowler, WMPC
Amanda Grifhith WMPC

Parish website www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting

Chair: Toby Drought, warnfordchair@gmail.com 07788 715707
Clerk: Lucy Hutchinson, warnfordclerk@gmail.com 07717 296610
Parish website www.warnfordparish.gov.uk

Winchester City Councillors

David Ablitt david.ablitt@winld.org.uk
Jerry Pett, jpett@winchester.gov.uk 01489 877633

Hampshire County Councillor
Anne Small anne.small@hants.gov.uk 07889 960698

Member of Parliament for Winchester
Dr Danny Chambers, danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 01962 868586
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RENDERING

VEHCLE TESTR|
STarem

aylors Garage

Lime Render . Droxford
Specialist in render painting Hampshire SO32 3QL
Lime Brick Pointing Tel: 01489 877433
Skim Plastering CAR and MOTORCYCLE MOTs
Cement Rendering Service and repair to cars light commercials and horse trailers
Call O’Brian on Gompettv ot on e betiries snd bt
o 7 9 7 o 4 1 7 5 5 2 Collection & delivery or loan car avail subject to

PRESTIGE

PLUMBERS Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order
No job too small
Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber -
with 38 years experience and covering Painting * Sheds
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas Doors * Gates
No job too small - Senior citizen discount - .
Call 01730 606510 Sliding sash windows
r“’m:‘.’f Property Maintenance |
STaxp 1H DS
”"‘lfl)\“; .
g Tel: 01329 826862 / Mobile 07910 039572
Celebrating
e
10

SDSROOFING A miedcomany

SERVICESLTD

Lead Work * Tiling » Shingles » Slates » High Performance Torch on Felt Systems
Green Roofs » Single Ply Membranes » New Builds = Repairs

& www.sdsroofingservices.co.uk %, 01489 788 577 = info@sdsroofingservices.co.uk
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CURTIS MUSEUM

OPENING TIMES Tuesday to Saturday 10am — 4.30pm 01420 82802 www.
hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum

During September, were running an Ancient Romans vs Ancient Britons trail. Choose your
side and design your weapons. FREE.

This activity runs throughout the autumn term.

Heritage Open Day - Saturday 12th September

Following the success of last year’s Heritage Open day we’re holding another. This time we
will be joined by re-enactment groups Herigeas Hundas, (Army of Dogs), Butser IX Legion,
and Experience the Iron Age to provide live demonstrations, show off medieval skills and trades,

and play some live medieval music. Suitable for all the family. FREE
Jill Line

The Cunning Womanband her potions (Herigeas Hundas) Butser IX Legion

Last year we held Alton’s first Heritage Day and are now planning the second one which will
take place on Saturday 12th September. Many people take advantage of the ‘Heritage Open
Days’ that are held in September and are FREE. According to the heritageopendays.org.uk web
site — these events are part of ‘England’s largest festival of history and culture’.

The Heritage Open Day theme this year is ‘Everyday Histories’ which looks at local
communities through the ages and the daily lives of local people. Alton has a rich and varied
history which we are proud of and that we need to preserve and share while, at the same time,
we are supporting the valuable work that is being done by Dementia-friendly Alton who are
generously allowing this event to be held in the Assembly Rooms.

We would like to invite local clubs, groups, societies, businesses or families to join in and
have a table where they could share their history with everyone. So, if you have a history that
you would like to share — please contact me at janchurstl @gmail.com - it is hoped to make
this Alton Heritage Day even better than last year’s.

Jane Hurst
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DIARY Jy

Friday 4th September West Meon
Community Cinema: Tuner 7:45pm (bar
open 7pm) West Meon Village Hall

l.-

Thursday 10th - Sunday13th September

West Meon Music Festival, various venues

Saturday 12th September Heritage Open
Day - Curtis Museum, Alton

Friday 18th September Meon Community
Connect Free Members’ Event 6pm-8pm
Thomas Lord

Saturday 19th September Pop-Up Cafe
10am -1pm Warnford Village Hall

Thursday 8th October Garden &
Countryside Club: Upstairs, Downstairs
by Edwin Grimshaw, Warnford Village Hall

Care Group Co-ordinator
Ann Noble 07463 191 673

Parish Directory

Rector:

Fr. Tony Forrest, The Vicarage, Church
Street, East Meon 642 115 (usual working
Sun to Wed)
Vcrger for West Meon:

Michael Johnson 829 105

Churchwarden for Warnford:
Andrew Sellick 07973 344 906
Stephen Short 829 261

Vetger for Warnford:

Peter Short 829 285

Farmers’ Markets
Sun 6th 10-1 Romsey,
10-2 Petersfield
Sat 12th 10-2 Alton
Sun 13th 9-2 Winchester,
10-2 Whiteley
Sat 19th 9-1 Emsworth
Sun 20th 10-2 Alresford
Sat 26th 10-2 Ringwood
Sun 27th 9-2 Wmchester

fThe Parish News is published by the\
Parochial Church Councils of West
Meon & Warnford and delivered free

to every home in the parishes.
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